
● It is 30 years  since Bernard Coard wrote his ground-breaking pamphlet
showing the effect of institutional racism on the education of black children.
Yet still today, even though when they begin primary school education black
pupils record a level of success 20 percentage points above the average, at
age 10-11 black pupils attain below the average. Too many black children
are not even entered for the upper GCSE levels. 

●This is part of a series of meetings looking at what is happening in education
today, in order to examine what we can do in Islington, and nationally, to end
this crisis and improve education for all.

TELL IT LIKE IT IS:

How scho ols fail 

Black children

NEW 
BOOK

Out
Now
£6.99

A chance to me et and exp lor e the

issues in a new bo ok that

discusses the chal lenges ,

problems and some of the

solutions in the education

of black and minority

ethnic chi ldr en.

Thursday 11 May, 7pm
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, N1
Jeremy Corbyn MP
Lethal Bizzle Musician
Weyman Bennett contributor, Tell It Like It Is

         



A change is
gonna come
●  Bridge the gap between black and white students in educational

achievement. Urgently inject resources to meet the needs of students who have
English as an additional language. Increase resources for disadvantaged
areas. Introduce needs-led funding. This will lead to improvement for all working
class students.

● End the disproportionate exclusion rate for black students, and reduce
overall exclusion rates. Introduce more rigorous appeals procedures which
empower parents and students.

● Ensure that every new teacher feels able and competent to
respond to the needs of all students. Immediately introduce anti-racism
training for prospective and current teachers and integrate anti-racist education into
the curriculum. Have a strategy for increasing the number of BME teachers.  Make
sure every school and college can demonstrate they have an active equal
opportunities policy.

● Take the focus off testing students to allow teachers to develop an enriching
curriculum which reflects the backgrounds of all students. Free teachers to teach.

● Introduce national, legally binding standards for admissions
policies to all educational institutions. Give students the right to a well resourced
local comprehensive school and college.

● Implement in full the recommendations of the Stephen
Lawrence report and place tackling anti-racism at the heart of social
policy.
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� Foreword by Doreen Lawrence
Preface by Herman Ouseley, former chairman of the CRE

� How the West Indian Child is Made Educationally Subnormal in the British School
System by Bernard Coard with a new chapter on its relevance today

� Edited by Brian Richardson, with contributions from Diane Abbott, 
Weyman Bennett, Wally Brown, Dinah Cox, Stella Dadzie, David Gillborn, 
Pete Hick, Gillian Klein, Kwame Kwei-Armah, Linton Kwesi-Johnson, 
Gus John, Paul Mackney, Hassan Mahamdallie, Gary McFarlane, Heidi Mirza, 
Hugh Muir, Alex Pascall, Chris Searle, David Simon, Steve Sinnott, 
Sally Tomlinson, Terry Wrigley, Lola Young, Benjamin Zephaniah

� 32 years ago Grenadian scholar Bernard Coard caused a social and political storm by
telling it how it was in his seminal study How the West Indian Child is Made
Educationally Subnormal in the British School system. It exposed the plight of black
children in the education system and kick-started many of the anti-racist and
multicultural policies of the 1970s and 80s. 

Three decades on our schools are still failing black children. Tell It Like It Is reprints
Coard’s classic text alongside a series of essays, articles and reflections from other scholars
and activists to bring the debate about race and education firmly into the 21st century.
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1 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3QE, 
fax: 020 7637 3416, phone: 020 7637 1848
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